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Background
The	Michigan	Asparagus	Advisory	Board	conducted	consumer	
research	in	2016	to	better	understand	consumer	preferences,		
usage	and	purchase	triggers	
• Respondents	were	prequalified	to	include	the	primary	

household	shopper	who	had	purchased	asparagus	in	the	past	
12	months.		

• A	total	of	500	consumers	were	surveyed	online	from these	
key	markets:

• Minneapolis,	MN
• Cincinnati,	Ohio	
• Tampa/Orlando,	Florida	
• Richmond,	Virginia	
• New	Jersey



Fresh	Produce	Purchases
• Freshness/quality	is	the	key	reasons	consumers	purchase	

produce	followed	by	price	and	taste.	34%	stated	“where	it’s	
grown.”

Which	of	the	following	factors	are	important	in	your	decision	to	purchase	produce?	



Fresh	Produce	Purchases
• More	than	half	of	consumers	rely	on	the	in-store	display	as		

the	main	source	of	where	they	learn	about	fresh	produce	
followed	by	Internet,	cooking	show	and	word	of	mouth

What	is	your	main	source(s)	of	information	to	learn	more	about	fresh	fruit	and	vegetables?	



Asparagus	Purchase	Behavior
• Consumers	who	purchase	asparagus,	buy	it	on	a	regular	basis
• In	fact,	more	than	half	of	consumers	surveyed	(64%)	purchase	

asparagus	monthly	or	more	often	

How	often	do	you	purchase	asparagus?



Consumers	Prefer	USA	Grown
• Majority	of	consumers	(76%)		would	be	more	likely	to	

choose	USA	grown	over	imported	Asparagus	and	more	
than	half	(55%)	would	pay	more	for	USA	grown

Would	you	be	willing	to	pay	more	for	USA	grown	asparagus																
over	imported	asparagus?



Asparagus	Purchase	Behavior
• Consumers	tend	to	purchase	asparagus	year	round	while	

an	additional	18%	purchase	it	from	April	– June	the	prime	
season	for	Michigan	asparagus

What	time	of	year	do	you	most	commonly	buy	asparagus?



Asparagus	Usage
• Asparagus	appeals	to	adults	and	kids.	Over	half	of	
consumers	said	the	entire	family	eats	asparagus	
– Nearly	all	consumers	use	asparagus	as	a	side	dish	but	11%	
use	it	as	a	snack	dipped	in	cheese	or	seasoning

How	do	you	use	asparagus?	



Asparagus	Usage
• Consumers	typically	steam	asparagus	followed	by	

sautéed,	grilled	and	oven	roasted.		In	addition,	46%	stated	
they	prefer	to	grill	asparagus	in	the	summer	which	is	
prime	season	for	Michigan	Asparagus

How	do	you	typically	prepare	asparagus?	



Nutritional	Information
• Over	half	of	consumers	stated	that	knowing	the	

nutritional/health	benefits	of	asparagus	would	influence	their	
decision	to	purchase

Asparagus	is	a	very	good	source	of	fiber,	folate,	vitamins	A,	C,...How	
important	are	these	nutritional	and	health	benefits	when	it	comes	

to	influencing	your	decision	to	purchase	asparagus?



Purchase	Triggers
• Beyond	freshness/quality,	the	top	purchase	triggers	were	

price	on	sale,	coupon,	locally	grown	and	healthier/more	
nutritious.		
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What	would	prompt	you	to	purchase	asparagus	in	the	
grocery	store?	



MERCHANDISING	RECOMMENDATIONS



Michigan	Asparagus

• Consumers	not	only	
prefer	USA	grown	
asparagus	over	imports	
but	more	than	half	are	
willing	to	pay	more

• Recommend	highlighting	
“Grown	in	Michigan”	on	
the	merchandising	
display



Michigan	Asparagus
• Consumers	expressed	an	

interest	and	preference	for	
grilling	asparagus	in	the	
summertime	

• Provide	these	grilling	tips	
during	season:
– Preheat	grill	for	high	heat.
– Lightly	coat	the	asparagus	

spears	with	olive	oil.	Season	
with	salt	and	pepper	to	taste.

– Grill	over	high	heat	for	2	to	3	
minutes,	or	to	desired	
tenderness.



Michigan	Asparagus
• More	than	half	of	consumers	stated	knowing	
these	nutritional	benefits	would	prompt	them	to	
purchase	asparagus:
– Asparagus is	a	very	good	source	of	fiber,	folate,	
vitamins	A,	C,	E	and	K,	as	well	as	chromium,	a	trace	
mineral	that	enhances	the	ability	of	insulin	to	
transport	glucose	from	the	bloodstream	into	cells.		

– Asparagus	is	high	in	anti-inflammatory	nutrients	as	
well	as	provides	a	wide	variety	of	antioxidant	
nutrients.



Michigan	Asparagus

• Price	on	sale	and	coupon	
were	the	top	two	
purchase	triggers

• Promote	Michigan	
asparagus	often	when	in	
season
– Include	coupon	during	
season’s	peak



Michigan	Asparagus

• Many	consumers	
indicated	cooking	tips	
and	convenience	options	
are	important

• Carry	additional	pack	
types	and	value	added	
options	from	your	
suppliers	to	expand	
category	sales



Michigan	Asparagus	Suppliers
TODD	GREINER	FARMS	PACKING,	LLC
Hart,	Michigan
231-873-2828
www.toddgreinerfarms.com

CHERRY	CAPITAL	FOODS
Traverse	City,	Michigan
231-943-5010
www.cherrycapitalfoods.com

MOL	PRODUCE	CO.
Grand	Rapids,	Michigan
616-453-1075

NORTH	BAY	PRODUCE
Traverse	City,	Michigan
231-946-1941
www.northbayproduce.com

RIVERRIDGE	PRODUCE
Sparta,	Michigan
616.887.6873
www.riveridgeproduce.com

SUPERIOR	SALES	INC.
Hudsonville,	Michigan
(616)	896-6500
www.superior-sales.com

SPIECH	FARMS
Lawton,	Michigan
269-657-1980
www.spiechfarms.com/



For	More	Information	Contact:

Michigan	Asparagus	Advisory	Board
DeWitt,	Michigan
517-669-4250
www.michiganasparagus.org

John	Bakker	– Executive	Director
john@michiganasparagus.org


